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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1 . A holder for holding at least one medium, with the at least one 
medium having a radio frequency transponder associated therewith, the holder 
comprising: 

a holding body to receive and hold at least one medium; 
an antenna; and 

a radio frequency communication circuit operable to sense a first 
electromagnetic field transmitted remotely by a radio frequency read write device, 
generate a second electromagnetic field in the holding body with the second 
electromagnetic field adapted to cause at least one radio frequency transponder 
associated with the at least one medium held by the holding body to respond with at 
least one third electromagnetic field that can be used to identify at least one medium 
within the holding body, wherein the radio frequency communication circuit further 
transmits a fourth electromagnetic field that can be used to identify at least on 
medium within the holding body to the remote radio frequency read write device. 

2. The holder of claim 1 wherein the radio frequency communication 
circuit is powered remotely by said first electromagnetic field. 

3. The holder of claim 1 wherein the radio frequency communication 
is powered by a power source within said holding body. 

4. The holder of claim 1 having the capability of communicating over 
a distance of more than five feet. 

5. The holder of claim 1 having an antenna formed as part of the 

holding body. 

6. The holder of claim 1 , having the antenna and radio frequency 
communication circuit formed as part of a communication medium that is removable 
from the holder body. 

7. The holder of claim 1 , further comprising a memory adapted to 
receive and store log data indicating mediums held by the holding body. 
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8. The holder of claim 7, wherein radio frequency communication 
circuit maintains the log data of the mediums held by the holding body in the 
memory. 

9. The holder of claim 7, wherein the remotely located radio frequency 
read/write device maintains log data of at least one medium held by the holding body 
in the memory. 

10. The holder of claim 7, wherein the memory is adapted to receive 
data indicating at least one viewer who has accessed at least one medium held within 
the holder. 

11. The holder of claim 7, wherein the radio frequency 
communication circuit compares information identifying at least one medium within 
the holding body against a stored listing of at least one medium. 

12. A medium management system, comprising: 

at least one medium, with each at least one medium having a radio 
frequency transponder associated; 

a holder for holding at least one medium, the holder having a holding 
body to receive and hold the at least one medium, an antenna; and a radio frequency 
communication circuit operable to sense a first electromagnetic field transmitted by a 
remote radio frequency read write device, generate a second electromagnetic field in 
the holding body with the second electromagnetic field adapted to cause the radio 
frequency transponders associated with at least one medium held by the holding body 
to respond with electromagnetic fields that can be used to identify at least one 
medium within the holding body, wherein the radio frequency communication circuit 
further transmits electromagnetic fields that can be used to identify at least one 
medium within the holding body to the remote radio frequency read write device. 

13. The medium management system of claim 12, wherein said 
remote radio frequency read/write device is positioned at an access point to an 
enclosed area and wherein the remote radio frequency read write device generates a 
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first electromagnetic field to detect holder identification data for holders entering the 
enclosed area and to identify at least one mediums in the detected holders. 

14. The medium management system of claim 13, wherein the remote 
radio frequency read write device stores holder identification data and data that 
identifies the at least one medium entering the enclosed area in such detected holders. 

15. The medium management system of claim 13, wherein the remote 
radio frequency read/write device generates a first electromagnetic field to detect 
holder identification data for holders exiting the enclosed area and to identify at least 
one medium in the detected holders. 

16. The medium management system of claim 15, wherein the remote 
radio frequency read write device generates an alarm when a holder is detected 
leaving the enclosed area that does not contain the same set of at least one mediums 
that the holder held upon entering the enclosed area. 

17. The medium management system of claim 15, wherein a carrier of 
the holder has an radio frequency transponder and the remote radio frequency read 
write device stores information in a memory that identifies the carrier of each holder. 

1 8. The medium management system of claim 1 5 wherein the medium 
management system comprises at least one display device for facilitating reading of 
information recorded in the radio frequency transponder associate with each of at least 
one medium, wherein said remote radio frequency read write device associates each at 
least one medium with a holder and disables said display devices unless at least one 
medium associated with the holder is within a controlled access area. 

19. The medium management system of claim 12, wherein the radio 
frequency transponders are capable of communicating over a distance of less than one 
meter and wherein the radio frequency communication circuit can communicate with 
the remote radio frequency read write device over a distance of more than one meter. 
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20. A communication circuit for use in a medium management system 
for managing a set of mediums each medium having a radio frequency transponder 
with each transponder capable of communication information over a near distance 
proximate to the transponder, the communication circuit comprising: 

an antenna; 

a radio frequency transceiver joined to the antenna, the transceiver 
adapted to generate a polling signal causing radio frequency transponders proximate 
to the communication circuit to generate a responsive signal containing identifying 
information, said radio frequency transceiver further adapted to receive responses, and 

wherein the transceiver is further adapted to generate an information 
bearing signal for transmission over a distance that is greater than the near distance 
said information bearing signal providing information from which the medium 
management system can identify records proximate to the communication circuit. 

21 . The communication circuit of claim 20 wherein the near distance 
is between 0.1 cm and 50 cm. 

22. The communication circuit of claim 20, wherein the radio 
frequency transceiver is adapted to receive a system polling signal from the medium 
management system and to provide information to the medium management system in 
response thereto. 


